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This wide-ranging and authoritative book deals with a series of practical issues in the repair and conservation of old buildings and discusses the many theoretical concerns raised in terms of sustainability and the environment.

   In addition to providing a guide for owners, builders, and architects, and for planners and regulators, derived from many years of extensive experience, Cliff Blundell tackles the broader questions of the effects of geography, geology, and the climate on building traditions and methods. 

   “Wales has a rich vein of simple vernacular architecture and many outstanding examples of grander houses. Together, they complement the landscape and the community.

   “However, the built heritage of Wales – and across Britain and further afield – is being threatened by the inappropriate use of modern materials.

   “Modern building methods and materials do not suit old buildings, either aesthetically or, more importantly, structurally.”
   The book’s primary focus is on local vernacular buildings, including the growing number of traditional farm buildings that are being converted to domestic and business use, and it examines closely the principal considerations in their repair and conservation.
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   As he demonstrates throughout this important and timely book, Cliff Blundell believes firmly that the use of impervious modern materials – such as cement and plastic-based paints – is harmful when applied to old solid-wall structures.

   In Precious Inheritance, Cliff Blundell not only presents a well-grounded and informative case for repairing and conserving old buildings using traditional and non-harmful materials and methods but also makes a passionate and persuasive argument for the principles of minimal intervention, concern for the environment and the community, and sustainability.

About the Author

Cliff Blundell is an historic buildings expert based in Pembrokeshire. He was the building limes consultant during the repairs to Aberglasney House at Llangathen in the Tywi valley in Carmarthenshire, and has been responsible for ‘saving’ over 50 buildings in West Wales from the destructive effects of modern materials.

   A director of The Lime Company of West Wales, he teaches regularly on courses for the Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings (SPAB) and, through the society, for the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors and the National Trust. He contributes to a number of newspapers and magazines on vernacular building maintenance, repair, and conservation.

   He sits on the national committee of the Building Limes Forum and is passionate about broadening the understanding necessary for the conservation of our built heritage. He has also taken part in a series of practical demonstrations about preserving historic buildings and working with lime, together with Marianne Suhr, education officer for SPAB and an expert on historic buildings and conservation and co-presenter of BBC2’s Restoration series. 
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