Newsletter

Building Limes Forum Ireland is a community of lime practitioners, specifiers, suppliers and producers of lime. The
Forum exists to encourage expertise and understanding in the appropriate use of building limes, and education in
standards of production, preparation, application and aftercare. Building Limes Forum Ireland is connected and af
ated to the Building Limes Forums across the world.

Brian, Paddy

& the Bear

Elizabethan Plasterwork Course
Bear lodge Scotland

In May 2023, my esteemed colleague and mentor, Paddj\f

and | embarked on an journey to Bear Lodge in Kildrumn
land. Our mission: to learn techniques of Elizabethan pla
under the watchful eye of Master Plasterer Philip Gaches
exceptionally skilled sons, William and Jude. This trip wa
delightful reunion, as the charming proprietors of the pict
Scottish lodge had been our companions on a previous
course in the south of France the year before, along with
other enthusiastic students.

Philip taught us the fundamental principles that define Brit
terwork, emphasizing the significance of preserving these
ble techniques. Our project for this course was crafting i
design on a riven lathed ceiling, adorned with in situ
enrichments, all from the same lime chalk plaster.

The mortar, a rbydraulic lime, chalk, and fibers mix was
to work with, it was light, buttery, and wonderful to apy
started by applying the priciprgpat, pushing the hairy mor
through the gaps between the laths to form a secure ke
them, while also covering the underside by approximatel
creating an open texture.

Our next task was to draft the rib design on the ceiling, a
that was satisfyingly organic and freehand. Using only stfing and
approximate measurements, prohibited from using tapes and

(Continued on pa&g)e
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Letter from the Chair

IDear Members,

The BLFI continues to grow from strength to the strength
|calendar of events remains full to the brim. We have ha
year so far with a successful limeslam followed by our firs
event of the year, held in the wonderful séttiygiskHouse,
Birr, County Offaly, in collaboration with the Built Heritag
the Department of Housing, Local Government and Herita
further similar events, aimed specifically at homeowners o,
fular buildings will take placelutydin County Cavan and M|
September in County Mayo. Our board members also co
Irepresent us across the country at events such as the Irig¢
gian Societies, Traditional Buildings Skills Event in Birr.

2024 AGM
Master Plasterer Philip Gash was guest speaker at our AGM which
was held in the superb setting of the Irish Architectural Archive,

Merrion Square on Thursday 23rd May. Philip spoke on thesirious projects he has been involved with, since taking on the

portance of retaining and encouraging hand craft skills, efpfoiinglastering business from his father in 1987.
the value and materiality of plasterwork as well as the skill required
in its conservation and repair. Philp showcased some of thEh@aewent was preceded by a site visit to view the

New Faces
down as long standing board members. Kevin had

rumds bursary officer.

service and dedication to the BLFI.

onserved

plasterwork of the 18th century stuccodor Robert West at the
Goethe Institute at No.37 Merrion Square. The tour was facilitat
ed by our very own plaster specialist Paul Griffin and c@nservatio
architect, Kevin McKevitt of Shaffrey Conservation Architects.

At the AGM Kevin Blackwood and Una Ni Mhearaip stepped

served as

chair between 2013 and 2015 and since then had been the fo-

Nf ter

the chair between 2018 and 2022. Both Kevin and Una remair
active members and we wigh to

Sad as we are, not to be seeing Una and Kevin at odr monthly
board meetings, we are delighted to formerly welcome|Feargal C

Stilleabhain and Veronika Zemska to the board. Feargal is a
senior architect (Grade 1 Conservation Accredited) at|the Office
of Public Works and Veronika is an experienced ston¢ and con
servation contractor who has worked on many prestigious sites
both in her native Czech Republic and here in Ireland] We knov
both Feargal and Veronika will
bring valuable contributions to the
board and | look forward to woy
ing closely with them.
Dermot Mac Randal FL(I):{/[II;::J
(Chair BLFI)
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Brian Tobin, Paddy Byrne and their fellow colleagues beng

(Continued from pdge

straight edges. We then applied the first coat along the riBldigi€s, into a carved wooden form and applyiogwietvt _
forming approximately 20 mm triangles with a small tool dihgz&gjling. An armature was then fitted to the centre of the junc
ing trowel, concluding the first day's labour. tion, providing a skeleton for shaping the thistle flower.

On the second day Philip brought us beautifully crafted Wwé8abag the bear heads was particularly engaging, prompting u:
handheld running moulds made from oak which would shipéefiect on the distinctive elegance of this period's plasterwort
ribs. The previous day's work had stiffened just enougt®@ hew we might revive these techniques for our conservatior
ready for the next ldyarslightly softer second coat on the rip®jects back in Ireland.

allowing us to run the mould along the plaster freehand angig8apR;ial aspect of the course was equally rewarding. We en
the ribs. This was an enjoyable and challenging experiepge, A3elightful meals, shared many laughs, forged new friend
'6m more accustomed to0 USI dh9s dhd strdngitfehed &istingoBri€ ReRefvingPekrifiafion fc

we sculpted the ribs while sharing laughter and stories with, ©lQyyrse was a fitting and gratifying conclusion to this experi
students and-ocwvner, who worked alongside us. ence.

With the ribs complete, we turned our attention to hand £@3#1@ heartedly recommend participating in a course with Philig
thistle enrichments, and other decorative elements like bewimgﬁqj and Jude. Their mastery of plasterwork is truly worth

and Jacobean work. Over the next few days, we were give,giiaPleand the experience is both educational and immensely
time to indulge in these creative tasks, which was immen 0vAb

e.
isfying. The junctions of the ribs were cleverly concealed with'hand
-cast thistle leaves, crafted by pressing the same stiff limBridalkobin, Limemaster
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Traditional & Sustainable Lime Mortars Sympos
Ennistymon, Co. Clare

Eoin Madigan of Madigan Traditional Masonry, hosted an exceptional two day event in Ennistymon C
26th and Saturday 27th April. The Friday was specifically aimed at conservation professionals with Sat
empowering homeowners and other interested persons. International speakers included David Wiggo
ey with further talks from local industry experts including Lisa Edden, Damien Condon and the main
Madigan. The event focused on extolling the benefits of using tnaicid hiatdrnotortars with lectures in the
ing and practical demonstrations held in the afternoon. The two days generated lots of useful discussig
the use of hotix lime mortars continues to grow from strength to strength.

k)

P
| e —

Eoin Madigan, kicking off events at the two day course a
David Wiggns providing an engi-meerbi mer mpetairse(bapt hiegh

Ni gel Copsey speaki nmi xadbd ulti meér emaurstea rosf, hparti cul arl y wi't
Engl and (bottom [ eft).

Lisa Edden (former BLIF Chair) delighting attendees with
left).
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The Influence of Paint on the Vapour Permeability of Traditional Solid Walls

Introduction

Considerable research has been dedicated to the study of
plasters and mortars, including investigations into their port
vapour permeability, capillary absorption, among other hyd
erties. Despite the widespread application of paint on lime
surfaces, its impact on moisture transport in lime plasters is
overlooked.

Established guidelines recognize that elragdsipaints ex-

hibit lower vapour permeability compared to lime plaster, p
ly hindering wall drying and leading to moisture accumulatigzl./R=2-
cent retrofit guidance from the Sustainable Energy Authority. o
Ireland (SEAI) advocates for the utilization gferapeaiole

paints such as natural emulsion, lime;baseldyariants, alt-
hough specific vapour permeability values are not stipulate

The market for 'breathable' clay and mineral paints has ex
enced significant growth in recent years. However, the abs
an official classification for "breathable" paints has led to vé
interpretations of the term. Many commercial paint supplie
"breathable" to denote characteristics like odour or volatile &5
content (VOC), rather than water vapour permeability. The [Ed:val-

ue (m), as per ISO 12572:2016, is commonly employed to describe

the vapour permeability of paint. This value equates to theé dr The aint was remov d on 6 samples.and retained on 6
resistance of an equivalen am I& Tﬁg\/QpSU?pSermgablht)faoi‘tﬁe ‘plaste hatnoe witHB
varies across sources, ranging fro 2], 1 or lower [3], plaster was then measured in accordance with ISO 12572.2016. |
0.010.05 [4] and < 0.01 m in academic research [5,6] was found that the vapour diffusion resistance factor of the un-
Previous research conducted by various authors has examp@dtgtkplaster was 24.9 and that of the painted plaster was over
performance of paints on newly fabricated lime plasters [7,81@3.times higher at 122.3. This transforms a highly vapour perme:
shown that both silicate and acrylic paints reduce water absibiptioe plaster to one of low vapour permeability comparable to

by capillarity, decrease vapour permeability, and impede drgilajadineteenth century cement remides. likely the typical

varying degrees depending on the paint type. behaviour of accumulated paint layers in many historic buildings

. . th hout Ireland.
The FabTrads research employs géntegproach to investi- throughout Ireland

gate the impact of paint on Irish historic lime plasters. The ifipéitgs Impact of new paint on the vapour permeability of
of multiple historic paint layers on the vapour permeability dfipistir-plaster

ic plaster in a Dublin Georgian house is measured. It also & %Uon of plasters were removed from historic buildings in Kilken:
ines thle mflutla_ncel oLnew ;;amts lon trzje I\I/apour perr\r;\;—:ta'k:J:lll’gy / (built c. 1850) and Co. Laois (built c. 1850). The vapour
torl_c P e}ster qsty ygrot erma; modeting (using U. y ability of the samples was measured in accordance with
solid brick wall is undertaken with two paints to determine t

tential impact of the paint selection on the moisture conditio %_2572:2016' The samples were then painted with four types
the wall. The full findings of this research will be published é?& int and their vapour permeability remeasured. The paint

proceedings of the upcoming CERAI conference 2024. Thi § were (A) mi ed paint (B) matt emulsion paint (C)

search is part of thabTrad radFalprojects in tluilding in a per sis:r? ((ef?gg?én;;\ nd (D) matt wall paint based on an acrylic dis
Climate Emergency Research @Gro@D. '
All paints reduced the vapour permeability of the plaster, but by

- . . differing amounts. The average calculated Sd values for 2 coats o
Fmdmgs_— Impact of layers of paint on the vapour permeabili aint was Paint A = 0.32m, Paint B = 0.25m, Paint C = 0.95m, anc
of historic plaster Paint D = 0.53m. Although Paints B and Paint C are both emul-
Several sections of historic plaster were removed from a Géisrgigaints, they have a significantly different effect on vapour
house, constructed in c. 1820 in Dublin (Figure 1). There wpasmeability. Notably, a hardware store emulsion paint (Paint B)
many layers of accumulated paint evident on the surface offthg a lower Sd value than a consegratierminerbhsed
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paint (Paint A). This is product specific and likely not appl

all mineradased paints. It was also noted that the effect of 2 95
paint on vapour permeability varied depending on the pla: 2
the Sd value is not fixed but dependent on the lime plaste -'g 85|

:g _',J“F, o Mo, \.,"N*"‘n ,M .
Hygrothermal Modelling of the impact of paint on the perfi £ s T g i 1 1 i
mance of a solid brick wall with lime plaster ;ﬁ e :

(4 A ¥ . v "

Hygrothermal modeling was undertaken using WUFI Pro
which considers factors such as material properties an
and external boundary conditions. Therefore, the results
here offer insights into a specific, arbitrary scenario. A i 10.25 $1 5d0.95 S2 $d0.25
created for a 220mm thick brick wall with an internal limeyplaster

finish and was simulated with two types-d?gainB and Paint

C (which had the greatest difference in Sd values). The wall was

investigated under two moisture conditions: moderately wet

(scenario 1) and near saturation (scenario 2).

It was observed that when the walls are moderately wet, the va-

pour permeability of the paint has minimal impact on moisture con-

tent at the wall/plaster interface (green and red lines in figure 1).

However, in cases of the wall asatemation conditions, paint C

with low vapour permeability (orange line in figure 1) impedes dry-

ing towards the interior, potentially resulting in high interior mais-

ture content and a heightened risk of moisture related decay mech-

anisms.
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Conclusion [1]Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, "Improving Energy Efficiency in Traditional
Buildings: Guidance for Specifiers and Installers," Published on Dec. 15, 2023. Last updated on Jan. 4

Paint decreases the vapour permeability of traditional walls, witl024.

the extent of this reduction depending on the Specific type Qf]palh'\m. "Breathing Space," RICS Building Conservation and Heritage Conservation Journal, vol. 31, no.
and the properties of the plaster. Identification of appropriate paihg™ VA" 2"

for use on lime plasters is difficult even for informed practitiG¥#g'eartbompaints.co.k accessed March 2024

The research highlights the critical importance of using hightegicomnishime.cacéessed March 2024

pOUFpermeab|e paints for walls with elevated moisture conteamtkt®iansen, S.P. Bjarlav, R.H. Peuhkuri, and K.K. Hansen, "Performance of hydrophobized historic solid

facilitate drylng towards the interior masonry Experimental approach," Construction and Building Materials, voli. @8, 201 &95

[6]V. Soulios, E.J. de P. Hansen, and R. Peuhkur, "Hygrothermal performance of hydrophobized and internall
insulated masonry welanulating the impact of hydrophobization based on experimental results,"
Building and Environment, vol. 187, p. 107410, 2021.

Rosanne Walker, Anna Hofheinz, Caroline Enge| Purcell anga.p.F. Pinto, D. Bernardo, A. Gomes, and B. Silva, "Influence of different paint finishes on the water
Oliver Kinnane . School of Architecture Planning and transport characteristics of rendering mortars for old masonry walls," 2016.
. . . f ! f [8]V. Brito, T.D. Gongalves, and P. Faria, "Coatings applied on damp building substrates: performance and
Envwonmental POIICy: UanerS”y COIIege DUbIm- influence on moisture transport,” Journal of Coatings Technology and Researct§2®). 8, pp. 513
Feb. 8, 2011.

John CottedA life Remembered

lag

It was with great sadness that the BLFI learned of the death of former member John Cc

January 2024. John, an early member of the BLFI is remembered for his enthusii

knowledge and experience which he was always willing to share. At the age of 18 Johr

a timekeeper in the Ballybrew quarry, working alongside his late brother Liam. From

started a career of almost 50 years in stonework, including time in Ballybrew, Old Le

Ballinasloe quarries before moving into the sphere of conservation and restoration w

Developments. His project list over the years spans 32 counties and included Lough De

church Dublin, Leinster House, Heuston station and City Hall Dublin to name but a few

be sadly missed by his friends in the BLFI and in the wider construction industry. = '
extends its sympathies to Johnds wife n}\ y
daughters, grandchildren, the Cotter family and his many colleagues and friends. ; ‘,‘f
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The Pen & the Trowel

Those of us who were fortunate enough to attended courses in conservation at West Dean College, Chichesttenstd
pioneering days will appreciate the benefits of learning about conservation through the pen and the troweéshthst|
was one of the leading authorities on building conservation. He and his wife Nicola produced the firsttedifoglisht
Heritage Technical Handbooks Series in 1988. John was not alone. Colin Burns was his accompanying mason
college. The two particularly came to the fore being partners in teaching at West Dean. They were the Petedsd
would benefit from the theory in the morning provided by John and the practical in the afternoon providedngytm®l
ot herds sessions to complete the I|Iink between theor

The students group comprised practicing architects and masons, engineers, plasterers, quantity surveyorakénd
experience in their field, so that we could all learn from one another and contribute to the course.

The philosophical aspects of conservation were fully explored, as well as the procedures involved in deal$atures
of materials, their use and methodologies in use, practical issues and techniques and actually doing théis@nkemid
satisfying way to learn and work, enjoying a sense of achievement, it helped gain an understanding and aamdpsitiy
plines of fellow students. This mutual appreciation has proved to be of immense value to the specifier. aht pnackiti
od of teaching conservation is now traditional at West Dean.

In a somewhat similar way, the Building Limes Forum Ireland is the only body that brings together all thes€limeing
the building industry, from the protection of our built heritage right through to sustainable new buidislbanitooseEs
vation. It embraces all activities and all walks of life and offers a platform for open discussion on issséy aue stiobH
and in providing answers of both a technical and practical nature in an informal setting. Members, both e exmubtr
riences and concerns, consult freely and learn from one another in open discussion. This, in truth, is tleeBhidinTou
be informed in both theory and practice at gatherings of the convivial company of likeminded people. lngiglsimesh
ests in the diverse and proper use of lime and brings the pen and the trowel closer together.

While the pen might be mightier than the sword, in conservation the pen and the trowel cannot get along without o

Ivor McElveen, Conservation Engineer & Former BLFI Chair

Throwback to Yesteryear

Ed Byrne demonstrating mixing of traditional lime mortar at Weald and Downland Museum 2002. Ed has bedimth
revival in Ireland and happily continues to be an advocate for the cause!
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The Italian Job

Walking around Rome, Florence or Venice it opens your egesaative wall finishes). The technique subsequently died ou
mind. You have to stand back and admire the Italians. FromeRthe Baroque period. It was the likes of Carlo Scarpa and
man times to the Renaissance, to Ferrari and Gucci, the dthiEassvho brough back to life, some of these finishes during the
are often the worlds trend setters with great imaginatien amdid2@th centuiiythey would start a trend which can still be seen
quality products.lot of the decorative plasterwork we work am liigh end apartments across cosmopolitan cities such as Lon
Ireland has roots in and can be traced back to Italy, like thedwarkrod New York.

Raphael in St Peterds Basi |, ,ca, tot the.SWifss ItaI[]ian.s |
- ) We have ‘completed decorative wall finishes, like these using spe

Artari who worked across Europe. Not to mention the LaFranlcmnl . . . .
ciallst venetian plaster coatings from viero on a number of high

brothers amongst others, who made a significant contributl%w to . . . .
) ) . end properties here in Ireland. | am in the plastering game over 3
Irelands plasterwork and on highly celebrated Irishmen like Starge - o . . .
years and even after all this time | still get excited creating a rang

ton and West. of different plaster types and finishes in a variety of colours. | wa

On a recent visit to Verona, | took a tour of Castelvgzchin.t i cul ar | y interested to S
Castelvecchio has been on g tst for a while and it wa€astelvecchio which is very close to a sample which has recentl
wonderful to see how Carlo Scarpa introduced contempotzegrfiprepared by us and passed by the architects for an OPW
ishes into historic buildings. There are books and lecturep about ect é. just goes to show g

Fhe archlte-cture s'd,e of things but as a plasterer I_W"_"S parf'%ﬁ'sl%r%und the Fresco Paintings in Castelvecchio very interest
interested in the polished plaster and the fresco paintings.

ing. Some of the paintings were damaged and you could see the
Polished plaster dates back a couple of millennia and retueyedist@f lime plaster which | found of particular interest. While
fashion in Venice and elsewhere during the Renaissance {Waseattending a course on plaster moulding in Italy, a number o
ously wrote an article for the BLFI newsletter in 2021 aboyetrssago, there happened to be a fresco restoration course goin
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Li me paints to exterior of properties in Verona, Italy.
on in the classroom next door. When | had a bit of free timej laused Si nce | was in the area,
pop into the fresco restoration class. | found the process fashirat t oo. He doesnodét have any
ing and it was great seeing how the colour changed fromns keingve communi cated by exchang

applied onto the wet lime plaster to what is looked like widchitwas always greeted with a smile, a nod and a thumbs
dried out. up. Our method of communicating seemed to have worked as we

While on my visit to Ver on%0) et Fupnng islang gnd palage with beaylifully madele

colours schemes. To my eye thédised paints give such ‘,Plasterwork internally, anddased paints to the exterior which
brilliant finish. These differ from many other paints as thewgﬁé kol well with the beautiful carved sand stone.

the colour changes depending on the depth of the lime pgiatl Gfiffin, Griffin Plastering and Stucco WorkShop
course working with premium lime plasters, there is no point in
using a nonbreathable paint, which will only seal the plaster and
so | always, always recommend a breathable paint finish. s \ \|
ly provided advice and supplied paint remover to Irish Ra
removal of layers of-bozathable paint from the booking hz
Hueston Station. We restored all the historic and decorat
terwork and | am happy to report, we also supplied a br¢
paint finish. With the conservation and decorative wor

lete, the ceiling of the booking hall can, in my opinion hol g 3

p : g ' g : ' y op \W

alongside anywhere in the world, including Italy! So next ’—'

are walking through the booking hall on your way to catc =\

look up! ;

A former classmate, on another course | had attended in lfalywas .H all, Heuston Swt at \i

the main restorer on the Palace on Isola Del Garda, on La
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Walking Tour of Armagh

The 2023 annual walking tour took place in the historic city of Armagh, the ecclesiastical capital of Ir&andn\Gatie
lic and Church of Ireland denominations have their cathedral which has contributed to the built heritagbrassl afrthd
city. The city is compact and picturesque with a population of just over 16,000, full of interesting buiftlasgs kel tine
main street and the Mall which were easily reached on foot despite the steep hills.

The tour started at Armagh Observatory where we were given a tour of this Foaecs Jognstend b u i | aous
planetarium, library and offices, by one of the PhD students who also showed us the fascinating astronomidal cla
di ameter and Calver 18n telescopes. This was f®adGao
since the Belfast Agreement was signed in 1997.

After lunch we were given a tour of Ar maghods RodsCon-{
ley and built in 1771, this elegant building was doubled in size in 1845. In the reading room we were givitr histess
books in the I|libraryés collection. Bot h the obi§78)whg
commissioned these buildings with the intention to develop a university in the city, a goal which has yet to be achig

Then we proceeded down the street to the Diocesaon.lt
was built as part of a terrace in 1772 among similar buildings but has a suir@ridmgbidteiybt open space withr@aunding
mezzanine. The building is used as a registry office for personal papers and civil records and is accebsitnartadhg
cluded with a visit to the Archbi shopbés Pal acedasanoda
authority office.

The day was a success and BLFI would like to thank all those in Armagh Observatory and Planeturium, stafcat
Library and at the Archbishop's Palace for facilitating the tour and welcoming us.

Feargal O Stilleabhain
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Lime Mortars Workshop for Owners of Traditional Buildings

Government and Heritage (DHLGH) as an action of the
Vernacular Strategy. The event in Birr was the first of sevé
day workshops which will be presented by BLFI at severa!
around the country this summer and autumn. Our hosts
cia and Nathaniel Clements of Tullynisk House, and the
was the courtyard and surrounding outbuildings which are
buildings from the seventeenth to the late nineteenth centt,g’
The workshop included demonstrations of many different”
tions of lime: raking out and repointing of defective morte
mixing and preparing a natural hydraulic lime mortar mi , T
as a hot lime mortar, preparation and application of sheltes = "Ex T
lime wash and lime renders. The workshop was attendew\/y & = & o o o0 b el o e = e
variety of people of all ages, abilities and backgrounds:
beginners, building owners, tradespeepteyone wanted to
learn about the importance of lime and improve their confiddesseid by fine weather for the two days and the event was
its many uses in the repair, maintenance and protection ofchistgrip ed of f by awarding the mu
and vernacular buildings. el) to two attendees who were considered to have completed th
best repointing.
The twalay event was structured around presentations in the
morning by Grade 1 conservation architects (Feargal O Suiflear Vernacular workshops are planned in Virgina Park, Virgir
bhain and Tom McGimsey), and practical demonstration<avameon 19th and 20th July and at Westport House, Co. Mayo ¢
afternoon by experienced practitioners (Henry Thompsdhea®th and 14th September. For further details please contac
Damien Condon), followed by opportunities for discussianfogmilfi.net
guestion and answer sessions. The attendees got their hands dirty
and put into practice what they had learned withoa hpndsFeargal O Stilleabhain
proach. The event was a great success, and the attendees ex-
pressed satisfaction to BLFI afterward. Fortunately, we were

-z

Dami en Condon sl aking hotl: Henry Thompson demonstratin
mortar.
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WALKING TOWKIilmalock, Co. Limerick 24th Augus

This Years BLFI Summer Walking Tour is to historic Kilmallock, Co. Limerick on Saturday 24th August. Tieel toyr i
BLFI me mber , Sarah McCutcheon and wil | take i n tedire
attending please contact info@bilfi.net

2024 BLF Annual Gathering

Brighton, UK

This year, the Annual Gathering is being hosted by the Bitd-8ti@e@tdmber at the University of Brighton Falmer Ca

This yeardéds conference will focus on sustainabiliit

For further details and to book tickets please go to https://www.buildinglimesforum.otgfcklieferatsz@n@datheng/
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[ AYS a2NIIFNIS5F0Fo6F &as$s

The Hot Lime Mortar Database has been set up by the

gather, store and collate information on Hot Lime Mortar X GJ Computer  [J Mobile
Ireland. The data captured includes how the Hot Lime i
used, mixed, its performance, its durability and suitability,
cesses and the pitfalls associated with its use and oth
mation as the database evolves over time.

The purpose of this database is to create a written reco
brary, of the traditional ways we mix and use Hot Lime M
the island of Ireland.

It is a first of its kind in these parts, as prior to this all the ¢
information was passed down from generation to ge
through practise and the spoken word. This database will )
be a valuable source of information in the Hot Lime Ind Hot Lime Mortar Ireland
future generations. It will be used for educational and trai
poses and over time we will be able to observe trends for
tive purposes.

The BLFI aim to produce an annual review of the activitie
Lime practitioners throughout Ireland. Irish National Database

For the database to be successful, we will need all Hot Li
tioners to contribute to its growth. We have designed a ve
friendly online survey to collect the data. You can acces
your mobile, it takes approximately five minutes to compl
can be used for all and every Hot Lime Project. Some of
swers are compul sory whil e enc
contributors to be as detailed and specific as they can as
produce a more qualitative record.

Building Limes Forum Ireland

As this process is in its infancy, we welcome feedback to
the way we collect the data and the quality of data we coll
time.

You can access the survey here: Hot Lime Mortelotrelarel

Mortar Ireland (office.com)

Ursula Condon, Clax Restoration

Wor k to St. Patrickos Basil. a

St Patrickés Basilica was buil't
dominates Station Island, on Lough Derg. Having been built using c
the fabric of the building is now showing signs of moisture related darg
larly to the internal elevation of the drum. We have been undertaki

works to the drum and after one year the results are evident. Work isf
the remainder of the basilica. ‘

Teddy Duffy, Doohamlet Construction
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Culture Moves Europeime in Ireland

The Italian architect Daniela Re is currently undertaking research in relation to the use of lime

in Ireland, with a comparison between Italian and Mediterranean techniques. Her research is

assisted by the European Commi ssion programme, O0Cul
Daniela has worked with lime since 2010, during this time she has organised more than a hun-

dred workshops throughout Italy teaching lime techniques: limewashing, plasters, renders,

floors, fresco paintings, sgraffito decorations and so on.

During her study trip in Ireland Daniela is visiting construction sites, interviewing architects and

lime suppliers and taking part in our very own BLFI workshop in Cavan! On completion of her

research Daniela wil!l produce a O0Li me handbookdé bo
followed on her website and social media

https://ecoprogetto.wordpress.coinflielane?/limean-ireland/

FBDaniela Re Tour Guide

IGDanielare_tourguide

The programn@ulture Moves Europe, an individual mobility action, is funded by the Europe-
an Union and the Goétistitut.

Daniela will be hosting an online talk for our members on Monday 22nd July at 7pm. To book contact info@blfi.net

A Note of Thanks

The traditional farm buildings grant scheme has re-
ceived a 2024 European Heritage/Europa Nostra
award.

Many members of the BLFI have been involved in the

scheme over the yearségrant asses

carrying ou epairséinspectionsé

materi al s |l yé oversighteé éups
sou

sup
presentations nding boards.

I candét tell you the difference these meaningful
nections and inputs have made to the scheme.

Thank you.

Anna Meenan

The traditional farm buildings grant scheme has support-

ed over 1,000 buildings since in 2008, many of which

using | ime mortars, renders, washes and pargingéhe
is just a selection of some of the many buildings assisted

by the grant.
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